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purchase of some article of mere luxury. In this
case society, in so far as they were acquainted with
the case, would blame him, and he ought to blame
himself.

But there is a voice within more searching in its
demands than the law of the land or the require-
ments of society. There may be reasons for or
against this or that course which are known only to
the man himself who is called on to make the choice.
It may happen, for instance, that some course is
perfectly lawful in itself, but cannot be followed
without the neglect of some duty which the man
feels that he ought to be doing.

But though the range of lawful choice is at any
rate thus narrowed, the question still remains, Is
there any such range at all? In other words, Is
there such a thing at all as a choice between two
alternatives which is lawful in for o conscientiae ? Is
there not in every case some course which alone is
the best, which therefore alone is right if a man
would follow completely the will of God ?

I think a strong teleological argument may be
brought to bear on this question. The possession of
any power is on teleological grounds an indication
that there is some intended lawful exercise for it.
Of course the power may be abused ; but the possible
abuse of it is no proof that there is no lawful use for
it at all. Now, we are conscious of the possession of